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Lord of the Flies: Chapter 1 Reading and Study Guide 

 
VOCABULARY:  Define the following words and be able to understand them when they appear in the novel. 

 

scar a bare rocky place on a mountainside or other steep slope; or a protruding isolated rock 

 

wacco [Brit. Slang]  excellent 

 

wizard [Brit. Slang]  excellent 

 

motif_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

enmity______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

specious____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

furtive______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

strident_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

eccentric____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mortification_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

indignation__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

pallor_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

pliant_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

immure_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

hiatus______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

contemptuously______________________________________________________________________ 

 

LITERARY TERMS:  Define each term and be able to apply each to the novel. 

 

 setting______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  What is the setting of this story?____________________________________________________ 

 

 point of View________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  First person____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Third person omniscient__________________________________________________________ 



English 10 

Ms. Lovre 

 

2 

 

 

Third person limited_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 characterization______________________________________________________________________ 

 

  direct characterization___________________________________________________________ 

 

  indirect characterization__________________________________________________________ 

 

 imply_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 infer________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

QUESTIONS:  Answer the following questions. 

 

1. Why is the chapter entitled, “The Sound of the Shell”? 

2. What is Ralph’s attitude toward Piggy in the first Chapter? 

3. What is the significance of Piggy’s plea to join the expedition? 

4. Why is Ralph elected chief? 

5. What is the “scar”? 

6. Why is Jack unable to kill the pig? 

7. Why does Piggy say, “They’re all dead…” (14)? 

8. What do Piggy and Simon have in common? 

9. How is Jack presented to the reader? 

10. Why might Golding use British school boys as characters? 

11. How is Piggy most closely tied to the world of adults? 

12.  How is Piggy indirectly responsible for the blowing of the conch? 
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Lord of the Flies: Chapter 2-3 Reading and Study Guide 

 
VOCABULARY:  Define the following words and be able to understand them when they appear in the novel. 

 

 compelled___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 errant_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 martyred____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ebullience___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  recrimination_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 tumult______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

batty  crazy 

 

 crackers   crazy 

 

 inscrutable___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

seductive____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

vicissitudes__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

compulsion__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

opaque______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 declivities___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

tacit________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 perceptible___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

LITERARY TERMS:  Define each term and be able to apply each to the novel. 

 

simile______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

metaphor___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 symbol_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

verbal irony_________________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTIONS:  Answer the following questions. 

 

1. Why does Jack want lots of rules? 

2. How does the group respond to the absence of adults? 

3. What is the beastie? 

4. What does Jack do to contribute to the legend of the Beastie and why? 

5. What happens when Ralph mentions the need for a fire? Why? 

6. What does the conch symbolize? 

7. What excuse does Jack use for failing to let Piggy speak on the mountain?  Does this apply to everyone?  

Explain the significance. 

 

 

8. Why isn’t Piggy helping with the shelters? 

9. Describe the relationship between Jack and Ralph? 

10. What does the beastie symbolize? 

11. What role does fear play in the novel thus far? 

12. What indications of the passage of time does Golding give? 

13. Describe Piggy’s role in Ralph’s government. 

14. Describe the form of government the kids choose. 

15. What does the boy with the mulberry birthmark represent?  What is Golding saying? 

16. How is Ralph’s government working?  What signs are there of order?  Disorder? 

17. What are the goals of this society?  Are they reasonable?  How do they go about achieving them? 

18. Cite and explain evidence from Ch. 2-3 that could be used as indication of Simon representing Christ. 
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Lord of the Flies: Chapter 4 Reading and Study Guide 

 
VOCABULARY:  Define the following words and be able to understand them when they appear in the novel. 

 

 dazzle paint  British term for camouflage; used to disguise troops, ships, and guns 

 

 bloody [Vulgar Brit. Slang]   cursed; damned 

 

 One for his nob    a hit on his head 

 

 Give him a fourpenny one   hit him on the jaw 

  

 blatant______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 belligerence__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 chastisement_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 impalpable___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 myriad______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 appalled_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 malevolent___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ravenous____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LITERARY TERMS:  Define each term and be able to apply each to the novel. 

 

 imagery_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

QUESTIONS:  Answer the following questions. 

 

1. What does it mean to have a, “life so full that hope was not necessary and therefore forgotten? ” 

2. What factions now exist in the group? 

3. What might you conclude about Roger from the way he teased Henry? 

4. What effect did the painted “mask” have on the wearer?  On others? 
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5. Why is Piggy’s hair significant? 

6. Piggy suggests making a sundial.  Would a clock be useful?  Explain. 

7. After the fire goes out, how does Ralph use language to signify his frustration and feelings of 

hopelessness? 

 

 

8. What does the analogy to a situation in church when Simon shushes Piggy convey to you? 

9. How does Jack assert his power as a provider?  Compare this to the traditional male and female roles in 

a household. 

 

 

10. How do you feel about the boys’ reaction to killing the pig? 

11. From the narrator’s description, do you think Ralph’s or Jack’s world is more appealing to the others?  

Explain. 

 

 

12. What does the following passage mean? “Passions beat about Simon on the mountain top with awful 

wings?” 

 

 

13. Do you think Jack’s apology was generous (as Jack thought) or a verbal trick as Ralph thought?  

Explain. 

 

 

14. What was Simon ashamed of?  Explain. 

15. What occurrences in this chapter serve to alienate Jack?  How? 
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Lord of the Flies: Chapter 5-6 Reading and Study Guide 

 
VOCABULARY:  Define the following words and be able to understand them when they appear in the novel. 

 

 Taken short   informal phrase for having diarrhea 

 

 jeer_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ludicrous____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 effigy______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 lament______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 reverence___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 derisive_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 decorum____________________________________________________________________________________ 

interminable_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 embroil_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 diffident_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 chasm______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 leviathan____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 exulting_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 mutinous____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LITERARY TERMS:  Define each term and be able to apply each to the novel. 

 

foreshadow__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 conflict_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

dramatic irony_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 theme________________________________________________________________________ 
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QUESTIONS:  Answer the following questions. 

 

1. What realization does Ralph have before the meeting in Chapter 5? 

2. What does Ralph remember that makes him flinch?  Why does he react like that? 

3. Do you think talking about fear will help or make things worse? 

4. What does Piggy mean when he says, “There isn’t no fear … unless we get frightened of people,” (32)? 

5. What do you think Simon is doing at night? 

6. What is Simon trying to say at the meeting?  How do you conclude this? 

7. Piggy asks if they’re humans or animals or savages.  How do you think he would define the difference? 

8. What points does Jack make as he challenges Ralph’s authority?  Which, in your opinion, are valid?  

Which are not?  Explain. 

 

9. Do you think there is a beast?  If so, what sort?  Explain. 

10. What does Ralph’s reference to three blind mice suggest to you? 

11. Do you think Piggy’s insights into Jack’s character are valid?  Explain. 

12. Do you agree that adults stuck in the same situation as the boys would do better?  Explain. 

13. How is the appearance of a “sign from the world of grown-ups, (106)” ironic?  What is the message this 

sign gives them? 

 

14. Why didn’t Ralph blow the conch? 

15. What kind of society and government is Jack endorsing in his challenge to Ralph? 

16. What do you think of Jack’s response to the rocks? 

17. What do you think happened to Ralph’s mind when his idea was obscured? 

 


